



	

	
		
			Trilema

			Mediocrity is not a lack of intelligence.
Mediocrity is intelligence entirely dedicated to self-preservation.
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					Dead Maze (recently released by atelier801) is a little gem of a game, a droplet of deliciously fresh mountain spring water in an otherwise well parched desert.

The fundamental reason it makes it here is that it manages to recreate the experience of playing Fallout! Can you believe that ?

Principally, the "scavenger" life of the post-disasteri loner -- I can't be the only one that enjoyed the random encounters in favour of the actual plot development back in the day ? In any case, they took that concept and ran with it, rather than the 90% BDSM-Storyline / 10% randomness Fallout featured, they're more a 33% Storyline / 67% randomness, which I believe is much closer to the ideal mix. And when I say "ran with it" I actually mean it, there's actual recycle/craft trees that are quite convincing. It's one thing to run into the desert looking for the only possible thing to look for (ammo), it's quite another when you've just discovered [bought, for quest-coins] a new kind of table and you're off to the wastes to scare up a grosse of plastic somehow (seen any buckets recently ? how about toothbrushes ? bottles are also good). I for instance am looking for fabric to upgrade my pants (you get more pockets, which hold boosts!), so I can't tell you how happy I am to see some [long dead] cheerleader's abandoned pompoms on an unkempt college football field. Yes, they have that.

Not even secondly, the exceptional atmosphere. The darkness, the music, the lumbering zombies, the excellent tiling art... Thing's a pleasure to look at, to be part of. What more can be said ?

Definitely not thirdly, the level of polish is very much reminescent of Bethesda's best days. There's no bugs, there's no imbalances, there's no problems. They even understand that ancient Eulora point that seems to be spreading among the field -- that gains must be small! No 10% attack or 300% life, what the hell is this. Instead, 0.5% crit, +1 hp, that sort of thing.

And now, some illustration : 
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Above is meii, looting a canoe! The graphics are great enough that if a table holds some papers, you can actually see them on the table, and if a rack contains a vase you can see the vase atop it and so on. The guy on the right, with the skulls, is a miniboss (the way minibosses work here is that they spawn upon killing a mook, sorta like an upgrade  -- and I suspect this is actually the correct way to do it). 

Below I'm looting the treasure goblin, which is implemented as a sort of map boss. Also, I suspect, the right thing.
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Above, me in camp. The bicycle to the left is the symbolic means of map jumping ; the fire on the right is where you replenish your stamina. (An interesting twist about that -- the maximum food and drink you can hold is 100 ; if you eat in excess of that while at a camp site, you get more stamina for it. Since stamina's eaten up every time you pick things up, crafting excellent quality food becomes a key ingredient to successful scavenging.) Admire also my Exceptional quality Travel Bag (equipped).

Below, my list of stored materials. As you can see there's plastics and paper and screws and medicinal herbs and all sorts of various things. I'm in the process of recycling a baseball bat, which will produce some wood.
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Above, me in front of my scavenger's log cabin on the Zombie Fronteer. There's a tank for fuel (which I built) and three for water (two of which I built) and a general purpose storage thing, plus a research table -- which, amusingly, wants a lot of vegetables, and some eggs, (and a little chocolate) to discover a thing. Clustered to the bottom right, the weapon table and the sewing table -- where one upgrades her pants! 

Below, I definitely recommend trying this thing out.

———	Noticed how "nuclear" moved into "biological" as man lost confidence in his tools and woman took over the hearth ? [↩]
	ME ME ME! The viewport's even centered on me! ALWAYS! [↩]
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Recent Comments

      	Mircea Popescu It's baaaaack!!!
	Mircea Popescu Well, it's a both-ways tower defense, you build the pathway and the op...
	Diana Coman  the game went offline (it does that after five or so minutes of inactivity...
	Mircea Popescu Ahahaha. If we met back when I was still in that line I'd have totally...
	pletzalcoatl You were thinking a pallid Danny DeVito in a purple crushed velvet suit...
	Mircea Popescu You're not fooling anyone, you know.
	Tyrone White What's up to all
	Mircea Popescu &updated.
	Mircea Popescu PS. s/undertaker/liquidator/ on re-read. Nfi what I was thinking.
	Mircea Popescu Meh. More nudes less obscure software packages, I don't watsup or w/e.
	Mircea Popescu Obscure TV actor, plenty of those. (I didn't, for instance, review the...
	CarpraC Since this post brought up ancient actors, their experience and quality, what...
	temptease call me whatsapp +79910404425
	Mircea Popescu Heh. Never heard of it. (I however have heard of that kinda posturing,...
	Anon I don't know, some kind of "help you with your finances" scam/online...
	Mircea Popescu No fucking idea, what is it ?
	Anon In the same line, what is Intuit?
	Mircea Popescu Heh. Nothing lasts forever, and the "independent woman" least of all.
	Mircea Popescu Wtf is this inane nonsense! Oh, I get it, artificially interesting...
	lexy229 > how exactly did you figure out what to do to have your avatar show up by...
	anon Have a laugh Description Planet Earth's most widely read blog.... Read More Tim...
	Mircea Popescu Heh, the yearly problems of last year's. What a life.
	Mircea Popescu Really, it's top100-ish pretty much everywhere.
	anon #117 in Russia too.
	Joshue Meanwhile when it comes to being famous in Gibraltar...
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Trilema is. Everything else's just hearsay. 



	





	
